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difficulties in London should induce the Dutch,
now tiring of the war, to rupture the alliance.

Marlborough aimed at achieving success in the
new campaign by the use of surprise.    He ar-
ranged that three armies should take the field in
the northern theatre.    The Imperialist general,
the Elector of Hanover, the future King George I
of England, was to operate with 45,000 men on
the Rhine ;   Prince Eugene was to have 40,000
men on the Moselle ;  and Marlborough himself
was to have 80,000 men in Flanders. He did not
expect the Elector to act other than defensively,
but he secretly planned that Eugene's army should
join his and crush the French, who had about
90,000 men under the lascivious but not incom-
petent   Marshal   Vendome.     After   a  visit   to
Hanover to persuade the Elector to co-operate,
Marlborough took up his headquarters with the
army and awaited Eugene's arrival.   On June 11
he wrote to Eugene, " I request you to hasten in
all diligence, for we can only reckon on a surprise
which will depend on the little time you may take
for your march between the Moselle and the
Meuse."     But   the   customary   delays   of  the
Austrian and other German troops prevented
Eugene from setting  out  and  meanwhile the
French had prepared their own surprise blow.
The discontent of the Belgians with the Dutch
administration in the conquered Spanish pro-
vinces was exploited.   A bold march by Vendome
across Marlborough's flank enabled the French
to retake Ghent and Bruges at the beginning of
July and to threaten Marlborough's communica-
tions   with   Ostend.    For   once   Marlborough